52                           OHCHILLA   WEED.

Of all the known varieties of orchilla, that which
Is grown in the Canary Islands stands the highest
In estimation, and brings the greatest price. In
the collection of the weed, which is always per-
formed by the natives, the risk is imminent : they
are obliged to be suspended by ropes over the
cliffs, many of which are of stupendous height,
and loss of life frequently occurs in these perilous
efforts to contribute to the luxury of man. Such
is the esteem in which the orchilla of the Canaries
is held, that it has recently reached the enormous
value of 400/. per ton. That from the Cape de
Verds is next in quality, but of much greater im-
portance, in reference to the quantity produced.
Madeira and the Azores produce the next qualities.
The same plant, though of a very inferior character,
is found in great abundance in Sardinia, in some
parts of Italy, and also on the south coast of Eng-
land, Portland Island, Guernsey, &c. but of so
poor a kind that it would not reward the expense
of collection.

The original mode of preparing orchilla, that
which was practised by the ancients, is said to
have been lost, and many chemical experiments
exhausted in vain for its recovery. In 1300, how-
ever, it was rediscovered by a Florentine merchant,
and from that period preserved as a profound
secret, by the Florentines and the Dutch. It
appears that the Florentines were not satisfied with
keeping the preparation of orchilla a mystery